Political Science Syllabus
Ms. Shay – Semester 2
Email:  bshay@sd308.org
Website:  msshay1.weebly.com
“Democracy must be learned by each generation.”

~Abraham Lincoln
Inspiration:

This quote by Abe Lincoln explains the purpose of the American Government course you are taking this term.  You live in a country that is governed by a democracy. That means you are in charge. Our founding forefathers created a system of government that has lasted over 200 years providing more rights and freedoms than any other country in this world.  Along with those rights and freedoms comes great responsibility.  It is your responsibility to understand how our government works and how you can participate and affect change. The future of our democracy depends on an educated citizenry.
Required Materials
Political Science is an 18 week course required for graduation. You will need:
1. 1”-1.5” 3-ring binder with 6 tabs 

2. Spiral notebook or loose leaf paper 

3. Pen or pencil 

4. Access to internet, computer and printer
Grading: 

1. Citizen-20%     Civil Service/classwork/homework/Participation/Binders 
2. Artisan-40%   Key Assessments – 8 projects that must be completed!
3. Scholar-40%    Six Unit Tests 
Policies & Procedures:
· Use the bathroom at a convenient & appropriate time…sign out & take a pass
· Turn in your late work…it will be counted as one grade lower
· Home Access will be updated once a week
· Please ask me for help if you need it…your success really does matter to me.
· Absences will result in extra time to complete assignments if necessary
How to be Successful in my Class:
· Participate in class discussion

· Don’t talk while I am….you’ll miss important information, and distract others

· Keep all notes/handouts organized until the end of the term 
· Use the website! Especially when you’re absent! All power points, worksheets, assignments, and study guides are there(
· Make a commitment to doing your personal best each day!

 Curriculum – 
     Unit 1 Political Ideology, Media, Voting and Current Issues 
     Unit 2 Principles and Origins of the Constitution

     Unit 3 Legislative Branch

Unit 4 Executive Branch

Unit 5 Judicial Branch

     Unit 6 Illinois Constitution 
Eight Key Assessments
1. Political Ideology Essay

2. Personal Declaration of Independence

3. Class Constitution

4. Bill and Brief

5. Candidate Project

6. 27 Amendments

7. Bill of Rights Essay

8. Letter to Elected Official

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Confirmation: Please sign DO NOT DETACH and return by Monday, Jan. 11, 2016 to let me know that you understand the contents of the syllabus. 
Student Signature:__________________________________________Date___________________
Parent/Guardian Signature:___________________________________________________Date___________________
Parent/Guardian Name(s)- ____________________________________________________________________________

Best Phone Number ________________________________ Best Time to Call___________________________________

E-Mail(s)- __________________________________________________________________________________________
