Mr. Smith Goes to Washington



Name: ______________________________
Reflection Questions
1.  What was the reason in which Mr. Smith gained his Senatorial position? Who made that decision?
2. When Smith got lost after arriving in Washington, D.C., where did he go? Give 3 words to describe his character. 
3. Once in office, what did Mr. Smith propose be created for his hometown? Why was this problematic?
4. Given Mr. Smith’s integrity and honesty, what cruel lesson did he learn from the press on his first day as Senator? 
5. After the “corrupt” Senator’s bill was threatened, what charge or accusation was made against Mr. Smith?

6. Following the accusations against Mr. Smith, he proceeded to gain motivation by visiting which national memorial?

7. What political tactic did Mr. Smith use to hold the floor of Congress?

8. What is a filibuster? What is a quorum? What is graft? 
9. Congressmen must wear many hats when they go to Washington, that of a legislator, representative, politician, servant to the community, and committee member. Give examples of Jefferson Smith and Thomas Paine representing at least 2 of these roles. 
Congressman Smith – 

Congressman Paine – 

10. Did Jefferson Smith represent his people as a delegate, trustee, partisan or politico? Explain your answer.
11. What is meant by the phrase, “The lost causes are the ones worth fighting for”

12. What is the producer trying to say about democracy in this film? 

