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Chapter 1:  Introducing Comparative Politics

Section 1 & 2  – The Global Challenge of Comparative Politics/What & How Comparative Politics Compares (p 4-13)
1. Identify and briefly describe each of the critical junctures that define the current era of world politics, according to your textbook: 
1989
2001
2008

2011

2. Identify the four themes that are central for understanding politics in today’s world.
a.


b.

c.

d.

3. Define collective identity:
4. What are the four areas of specialization in the academic field of political science? 

5. What is the difference between comparative politics and international relations? 

6. Define comparativist.



7. Define Globalization.


8. Define state (in terms of comparative politics):
9. Define political legitimacy.

10. Explain how a state earns and maintains legitimacy:



11. Define nation-state (make sure you understand this concept):

12. How can a lack of national identity lead to political instability?  What is an example of this?


13. What is a causal theory?

14. Give an example of an inverse correlation:


15. Define rational choice theory:
16. What is an example of such a rational choice that would fit with this theory?

17. What is the value of a middle-level theory? 


Section 3—Themes for Comparative Analysis p 13-24
18. Why are states the major actors in global politics?  Identify the minor actors. 

19. What is a “failed state?” 

20. What criteria are used to indicate the possibility of a failed state? 

21. Describe Thomas Hobbes’ nightmare of a failed state. 

22. Explain ways that international and global forces have influence over domestic politics. 
23. Define World Trade Organization
24. Define International Monetary Fund
25. Define North American Free Trade Agreement

26. What characteristics allow a country to have more power in the international organizations in which they participate? 
27. The success of states in maintaining sovereign authority and control over their people is greatly affected by their ability to do what? 

28. Define Political Economy
29. What type of economy produces more winners: extensive state intervention or relatively little state intervention? Or is a balance of both necessary? Is there an answer? 
30. What questions are considered when measuring how well a state manages its economy? 

31. Define sustainable development. 
32. Define Keynesian economics
33. Define neoliberalism
34. Define Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
35. Define Gross National Product (GNP)
36. Use the Global Connection section on page 18 to answer the following questions:

a. What does GDP measure?




b. What is purchasing power parity (PPP)?




c. Why is GDP per capita a useful measurement?




d. What is included in the Human Development Index (HDI)?


37. How has the number of democracies in the world changed over the past several decades?

38. Under what circumstances has democracy resulted in the world? 

39. What is Winston Churchill’s opinion of democracy? 

40. Summarize Fareed Zakaria’s view of democracy.  

41. Under what conditions is democracy likely to flourish?

42. What is the difference between a transitional democracy and a consolidated democracy?
43. Define Social Movement and how it could relate to the development of democracy. 


44. Define social class:

45. In the past, comparativists thought that class had become the most important source of collective identity, but now there are other identities that have assumed greater significance.  What are those nonclass identities that have become more important in defining collective identity?

46. Give examples of how the following collective identities influenced political outcomes.
Ethnicity – 

Race – 

Religion – 

47. Define distributional politics:
48. Does distributional politics work more effectively with material or non-material demands? Explain why. 

Section 4—Classifying Political Systems p 24-30
49. Define typology and give two examples used by comparativisits. 

50. Explain the typology used through the 1980’s of First, Second, and Third Worlds. Why is this less useful today? 

51. Identify the alternative typology used by the authors of this textbook. 

52. Define consolidated democracy:

53. Define transitional democracy:

54. Define authoritarian regime:





55. Identify each of the seven conditions that must be present for a political system to be considered a democracy. 
56. Describe the differences between the following types of democracies:

a. Presidential system—


b. Parliamentary system—

57. Describe the criteria for consolidated democracies and identify 3 examples. 

58. Describe the criteria for transitional democracies and identify 3 examples. 







59. Explain the characteristics of authoritarian regimes:

60. Define theocracy and give an example. 

61. Define totalitarian:
62. Explain why it is so difficult to categorize Russia:
63. Define hegemony:
